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We are welcoming 

submissions to be considered for 
publication in our 20th issue 
(Winter2014). We are interested in 
papers and narrative pieces that 
address gender related issues within 
classroom practices and research. 
Powerful stories/narratives are 
encouraged. Deadline for 
submissions is September 1, 2014. 

WILLA is a blind peer 
reviewed online journal. Place the 
author’s personal and institutional 
identification including an e-mail 
address on the cover page only.  

Submissions must be 
received by September 1, 2014. 
Manuscripts should be no more than 
25 double-spaced pages in current 
APA style. Submissions can be sent 
in the form of Word documents or 
.docx files to willancte@gmail.com 
with the subject heading: WILLA 
Journal Submission. 

We will be publishing a series 
of “This I Believe” essays that focus 
on issues of gender for both men and 
women pertaining to literacy both in, 
and out, of the classroom. Essays on 
your beliefs about education, literacy, 
and gender at every level 
(elementary, middle school, high 
school, higher education, etc.) are 
encouraged. Please submit your 
essay to willancte@gmail.com with 
the subject “This I Believe 
submission”. Deadline for 
submissions is September 1, 2014. 

Manuscripts should be 
between 350-500 words and 
formatted to APA guidelines. Place 
the author’s personal and institutional 
identification including an e-mail 
address on the cover page only. 
Submissions should be sent in the 
form of Word documents or .docx 
files to willancte@gmail.com with the 
subject heading: WILLA Journal 
Submission and must be received by 

September 1, 2014. 
(www.thisibelieve.org) 

Please do not hesitate to 
direct questions to: Katherine Macro, 
Editor at kjmacro@gmail.com.  

 

Call for Manuscripts 
	  

WILLA	  Members	  in	  breakout	  sessions	  at	  
the	  Gender	  and	  Literacy	  Unconference	  
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Message from the Chair	  
 

Dear WILLA Community, 

The only way to “find out if it will 
work out” is to do it 

 

     I borrowed this quote from the IRA 
website’s January Leadership 
Connection Newsletter because I 
believe it describes the new 
momentum of WILLA 
for the past year.  The 
organization has been 
challenged with a few 
obstacles but the 
executive board 
survived and grew 
stronger in terms of 
passion and resiliency.  
During NCTE’s 
November 2013 
conference in Boston 
the executive board 
welcomed new 
members and kept 
some of the old ones. I 
was elected for a 
second term as chair, Deb 
Bertlesman moved from treasurer to 
co-chair, Pam Hartman as treasurer, 
Chelsey Nabonzy as co-treasurer and 
Timea Kernacova as webmaster of 
social media.  

     Many others are continuing to 
dedicate their time and effort to 
WILLA including Katherine Macro, as 
editor of the journal, Shelly Hudson 
Bowden and Gil Duenas as editors of 
the newsletter  and of course, Jim 
Cercone as program coordinator. 
Also, I want to thank Heather 
McEntarfer, assistant professor at 
Fredonia University for her dedication 
and hard work as co-chair for the past 
two years. I admire her intelligence 
and urgency to create change in our 
communities. 

     The executive board is stirring 
things up with a new sense of 
renewal, energy and fabulous ideas 
about social media and community 
outreach. WILLA is on Facebook, 

Twitter and an updated website. I am 
particularly excited to see people 
dialoguing on Facebook about current 
gender topics such as Does the 
gender of a teacher make a 
difference in the classroom? As you 
know, your membership and interest 
in the organization will help keep us 
on the front line of promoting gender 
and literacy issues among educators. 

     This new sense of renewal and 
energy has brought about a bigger 
change for WILLA that needs to be 

brought to your attention. During the 
November executive board meeting, 
the participating members suggested 
to change the name of WILLA to 
GALA (Gender and Literacy 
Assembly). The members suggested 
the name change would be more 
inclusive to men and women of all 
ages, while including a broader 
spectrum of gender and literacy 
topics. At this time, the board has 
been in contact with Millie Davis of 
NCTE to begin the process of a name 
change according to WILLA’s 
constitution and the IRS. The name 
change will be voted on during the 
executive board meeting at the 
NCTE’s 2014 conference in 
Washington, D.C. The name change 
will continue to honor WILLA’s history 
while celebrating former executive 
boards and members that diligently 
worked to bring awareness to gender 
and literacy issues that still impact 
educators, students, and classrooms.  
Without these past women and men’s 
passion and vision, WILLA would not 

have the strength to move forward 
through the murky waters of 
educational threats and 
standardization that want to silent our 
voices. I welcome anyone to forward 
their concerns or questions to me at 
cmoench01@ugf.edu about the name 
change. 

     WILLA is sponsored its first 
“Unconference” at Buffalo State 
College on June 21, 2014. An 
“Unconference” is an innovative way 
to bring together like- minded, 

creative people without 
spending a lot of money on 
speakers, hotel rooms or 
catering. The day's agenda was 
created from the participant’s 
interests, needs and areas of 
expertise, with the interactive 
participation driving the 
sessions. Each session lasted 
about 45 minutes and space 
was reserved for simultaneous 
sessions to be held throughout 
the day.  

     The final idea is a themed 
WILLA Journal featuring “This I 
Believe” essays. According to 

Katherine Macro (editor), the essays 
should focus on your thoughts and 
experiences with gender in your 
teaching and classroom. For more 
information contact Katherine Macro 
at kjmacro@gmail.com. 

     I think you would agree that 
WILLA is taking charge of its future 
with many exciting changes that we 
hope will increase our membership, 
finances and presence at the national 
and local level. I encourage all of you 
to use Facebook, email, Twitter or 
visit our website so that we may 
continue to build a stronger WILLA. 

Candice Moench, Chair 
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Message from the Journal Editor	  

 
Dear WILLA Members, 

Not quite 2 and a half years ago, on a 
cool fall morning in Chicago, a very 
pregnant me stepped forward to take 
on the role of editor for WILLA 
Journal.  It is safe to say I had no 
idea what I was getting into and it has 
been quite a 
journey.  I have to 
admit it was at 
times very 
frustrating to 
navigate the murky 
waters of what was 
necessary to get 
this publication 
working, moving 
and producing…but 
I think I can finally 
say we are charting 
the right course.  
And as I have 
begun this first year 
of my second term 
as editor, I am 
looking forward to compiling the next 
issue and making even bigger strides. 

I am working with a great group of 
men and women who are dedicated 
to turning things around for WILLA 
and to making a difference.  It feels to 
me like WILLA has been reborn and 
reinvigorated.  I am energized by the 
members of the Executive Board and 
look forward to our meetings to catch 
up and make progress each month.   

We were able to publish Volume 19 
of WILLA in December 2013 which 
makes it the first time in many years 
that we have been able to publish 
back to back issues. Last year, in 
Crosscurrents, we voiced a goal to 
increase the frequency of WILLA 
Journal’s publication so that we had a 
journal that was more widely seen 
and searched; I think we are on our 
way to achieving that.   

Finally, I am happy to announce we 
are trying something new with the 
next issue of the journal as well.  We 
are looking to do a “This I Believe” 
themed issue that focuses on essays 
sharing some of your convictions and 
opinions about gender in education 
based upon your own experiences.  I 
hope to put together a collection of 
pieces from both inside and outside 
the WILLA organization. (Details on 

the call for manuscripts can be found 
in this issue of Croscurrents.) 

I am no longer the, “very pregnant 
me” that began this journey in 
Chicago.  I do however feel very 
much like a proud mama when I look 
at what we’ve been through and 
accomplished within WILLA over the 
past few years.  I look forward to the 
gestation of this next issue and to 
seeing what wonderful things our 
organization will grow to be.  If it 
takes a village to raise a child think of 
how many of us it will take to care for 
WILLA; think about submitting to the 
journal to take your part in foster our 
growth. 

 

Warm regards, 

      Katherine Macro 

 

      Editor, WILLA Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A	  list	  of	  literature	  that	  can	  be	  used	  to	  address	  gender	  
composed	  at	  the	  Gender	  and	  Literacy	  Unconference	  
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Rewey Belle Inglis Award	  
 

Each year, the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE) 
recognizes an Outstanding Woman in 
English Education with an award 
named for Rewey Belle Inglis, the first 
woman president of NCTE. All 
women considered for this honor will 
have exhibited outstanding 
professional service relating to the 
role and image of women in the 
profession and in NCTE. The Inglis 
Award recipient will have shown 
excellence in scholarship/research, 
teaching, and service related to 
English language arts. The Inglis 
Award committee, made up of 
members of the Women in Literacy 
and Life Assembly of NCTE (WILLA), 
is charged with selecting the recipient 
of the Rewey Belle Inglis Award. 
Please send a letter of nomination 
detailing how the nominee’s 
qualifications match the award criteria 
and a copy of the nominee’s 
curriculum vitae to: 

 

Dr. Heather McEntarfer 
SUNY Fredonia 
heather.mcentarfer@fred.edu 
For full consideration, nominations 
should arrive by September 1, 2014.  
The recipient will be notified of her 
selection and will be honored at the 
CEE Luncheon at the 2014 NCTE 
Convention. 
 

 

 

 

	  

	  

	  
	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Past Rewey Belle Inglis Award Recipients 
 

2013: Mollie Blackburn 
2012: Louann Reid 

2011:  Cathy Fleischer 
2010:  Anne Ruggles Gere 

2009: Patricia Lambert Stock 
2008: Suzanne Miller 
2007: Lynne Alvine 

2006: Nancy McCracken 
2005 Beverly Chin 
2004: Patricia Kelly 

2003: Diana Mitchell 
2002: Marilyn Wilson 
2001: Dure Jo Gillikin 

2000: Muriel Harris 
1999: Mille Davis 

1998: Betty Jane Wagner 
1997: Leila Christenbury 
1996: Dorothy Strickland 

1995: Nancy McHugh 
1994: Nancy Martin 

1993: Janet Emig 
1992: Ruth K. J. Cline 
1991: Jeanne Gerlach 

1990: Jane Christensen 
1989: Alleen Nilsen 
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It is with great sadness and fond  

remembrance that we report that 

Barbara Schaffner passed away in 

February 2013.  Barbara Schaffner 

was a high school English teacher, 

who served on the WILLA Executive 

Board as a High School 

Representative at Large. In that 

capacity, she wrote for Crosscurrents 

and WILLA journal commenting on 

issues relevant to secondary 

teachers. She volunteered with her 

friend Pat Bloodgood to head up the 

exhibit table at NCTE and came to 

the convention year after year to 

manage the WILLA table in the 

Exhibit Hall, handing out literature 

and talking with teachers about the 

organization. In that regard, she was 

one of the best spokespeople WILLA 

has had and certainly was a 

consummate volunteer. She attended 

many WILLA Summer meetings, 

reading manuscripts for the journal 

and helping with the tasks WILLA had 

set for itself each meeting.  Though a 

Chicagoan by birth, Barbara adopted 

New York City as her home. She 

loved going to the theatre and was 

always quick to discuss the merits of 

the latest plays she had seen. Her 

laughter and wit will be missed as 

WILLA moves forward with its work.  

 

Sue Schroeder also lost her husband 

Tom this year.   From Sue and family:  

Please consider a donation to a fund 

close to Tom’s heart, Great Music at 

Calvary Church. Checks should be made 

payable to Calvary Church in memory of 

Tom.  We very much appreciate your 

concern and support at this time. 

 
	  

	  

	  

	  

IN	  MEMORY	  
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STAY CONNECTED 
	  

WILLA_NCTE	  

	  

WILLA:	  Women	  
in	  Literacy	  and	  
Life	  Assembly	  

willancte@gmail.com	  

The purpose of this assembly is to improve the teaching of English language arts by focusing attention on 

gender-related issues in literacy teaching and learning, including the status and the image of women and girls, 

men and boys; to advise the profession at large on issues relating to the role and images of women; and to 

foster the exchange of ideas and perspectives among people interested in gender issues relating to English. 

	  

MISSION 
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WILLA MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Please send this form and the membership fee (make checks payable to WILLA) to: 

 

Candice Moench 
615 N. Connecticut 

Royal Oak, Michigan 48067 

 

Name: _________________________________ E-mail Address _______________________________ 

Address: _______________________________ Telephone: ___________________________________ 

City: __________________________________ State and Zip Code: ____________________________ 

Check one:  ________ New Member   _________ Renewal 

 

Membership rates: 

Full-time student _______ $ 7.00/year 

Regular Membership: ______ 1 year $20.00 

______ 2 years $35.00 

______ 5 years $80.00 

(US Funds or Checks only) 

 

WILLA members are needed to help with working groups and projects. Please indicate an area of interest. 

 

___ CROSSCURRENTS Newsletter    ___ Pamphlet Projects  ___ Staffing the Exhibit table at NCTE 

___ Conference Program Committee       ___ State Affiliate Link ___ Reviewing for the WILLA Journal 

___ WILLA Poster Projects      ___ Summer Working Meeting 

YOU	  MAY	  ALSO	  RENEW	  YOUR	  MEMBERSHIP	  
AT	  

WOMENINLITERACYANDLIFEASSEMBLY.COM	  
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Chair   Candice Moench  cmoench01@ugf.edu 
      
Associate Chair  Deborah Bertlesman                   dbertlesman@cardinalohara.com 
  
Past Chair  Susan Schroeder   schroesg@buffalostate.edu 
            
Recording Secretary Melissa Hales                            bellabunchman@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer              Pam Hartman                            pmhartman@bsu.edu 
                                       Chelsey Nabozny                    cjnaboz@gmail.com 
 
Program Chair  James Cercone   jamescercone@gmail.com 
 
WILLA Journal  Katherine Macro  kjmacro@gmail.com 
Editor   
     
Crosscurrents  Shelly Hudson Bowden  shudsonb@aum.edu 
Co-Editors  Gilbert Dueñas   gduenas@aum.edu 
 
Webmaster              Stephanie Snyder                      sasnyder@stephanieasnyder.com 
 
Social Media Outreach   Timea Kernacova                      kernact01@mail.buffalostate.edu 
 
Inglis Award Chair Heather McEntarfer  heather.mcentarfer@fred.edu 
 
Elementary Rep. Vacant            
   
Middle School Rep. Vacant 
 
High School Rep. Vacant 
   
Higher Education Rep.   Adrienne Costello            costelam@buffalostate.edu    
Historian  Lynne Alvine (Trustee)  lalvine@iup.edu 
    
Retired Teacher Rep. Patricia Kelly (Trustee)  kellyp@vt.edu 
        
Trustees  Pamela Hartman  pmhartman@bsu.edu  
   Rose Casement   roseanne@umflint.edu 

Gina DeBlase    ginadeblase@wayne.edu    
Nancy Prosenjak                         nancy.prosenjak@csun.edu  
Mary Styslinger   mstyslin@gwm.sc.edu 
Mary Harmon   mharmon@svsu.edu 
Nancy McCracken 
Judy Hayn   

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 

 WILLA’s new secretary, Melissa Hales, holds a BA in Language, Literature and Writing for Secondary Education 
from Eastern Michigan University, and a M.Ed in English Education from Wayne State University. Her research interests 
include the interplay between race, gender, class and educational expectations, and motivational strategies to motivate 
reluctant readers. She currently teaches English at Columbia High School in Columbia, SC. 

Stephanie Snyder is thrilled to be serving WILLA by managing its social media presence and online presence as 
Webmaster. Snyder graduated from Ball State University with the B.A. in English Education and a minor concentration in 
dance performance. She completed her graduate coursework, earning the M.Ed. in Reading from Ohio University. 
Snyder has research interests in making diverse young adult literature available to at-risk readers and in examining how 
best to meet students with disabilities where they are as readers in the era of the Common Core. Snyder presently lives 
in the rural, Appalachian region of southeastern Ohio where she teaches grade 8 language arts. Snyder’s classroom 
blog is available at stephanieasnyder.com. 

	  

	   Deborah Bertlesman, WILLA’s Associate Chair, previously served as Treasurer.  She is an English Teacher at 
Cardinal O’Hara High School.  Bertlesman graduated from SUNY Geneseo with her B.A. in English Literature and from 
the University at Buffalo with M.Ed. in 5-12 English Education.  Her research interests include how identity intersections 
between race, class, culture, and gender impact learning. 

 Immigrating to the United States in 1999 changed Timea Kernacova’s life in many ways, but perhaps the biggest 
change was in the realization of a unique perspective with regard to the English language. Timea sees English as an 
asset, a tool, and mainly as a piece of art. This appreciation was poignant in her decision to become a Secondary English 
Language Arts teacher. Graduating with her Bachelor’s Degree in December 2014 Timea began a job as an Education 
Director at the Boys and Girls Club of Buffalo. Timea hopes to hone her teaching craft through her graduate studies in 
September and through memberships with organizations such as WILLA and WNYNET. In the meantime, she is happy to 
assist disadvantaged youth in creating their own skill-sets and passions. 
	  

Chelsey Nabozny is a graduate assistant at SUNY Buffalo State where she is working on her M.S. in English Education. Chelsey 
focuses on intersections of gender, inquiry, and literacy in secondary English Education classrooms. As a graduate assistant she has 
focused on program research and development, community outreach, and digital media. She is currently serving as WILLA’s treasurer. 
	  


